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° West's Key Number Digest, Courtsijj=87 


Courts will only decide necessary questions and will rely on the narrowest legal grounds available. 


Cases should be decided on the narrowest legal grounds available, l and a court should avoid unnecessary decisions. 2 Asa 
general rule, a court will decide only those questions that are necessary to determine a case, and will not render decisions in 


advance, d particularly when considering constitutional questions. 4 A court will not declare rules of law that have no effect 
on the particular case before it. > Courts deal with cases upon the basis of the facts disclosed and never with nonexistent or 
assumed circumstances. ° However, courts may consider an issue that is antecedent to and ultimately dispositive of the dispute 


even if the parties failed to identify it as an issue. 


8 


Although the principle of judicial restraint does not require courts to refrain from deciding public policy questions, ° a court's 


pronouncements of public policy must be confined to clear and articulable principles of law. ? Under the cardinal principle of 


judicial restraint, if it is not necessary to decide more, then it is necessary not to decide more. 19 
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